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The Eurotunnel
and the Eurostar: ,
the fast track to France

Great Britain is an island. It is separate from the
rest of Europe, but also very near Europe. The sea
between Britain and France is called the English
Channel. The distance between the two countries
at the Channel’s narrowest point (between Dover
and Calais) is only 33 km.

Before 1994, it was only possible to cross the
Channel by plane or ferry. But in 1994 a tunnel
under the Channel opened. Now you can travel

to the rest of Europe on special trains that travel
through this tunnel under the sea. The tunnel is
called the Eurotunnel. If you want to take your car
to Europe, you can travel through the Eurotunnel.
You have to go to Folkstone or Dover, and put your
car on a train there. You have to stay near your car
in the train, but there is a corridor and you can
walk around. A lot of people worry that the journey
through the tunnel will be dark and frightening,
but the trains are very bright inside. The journey
through the Eurotunnel from Folkstone to Calais
only takes 35 minutes.

Reading

1 Comprehension Rispondi alle domande.
1 How far is Dover from Calais?

2 When did the Eurotunnel open?

3 If you take your car by train to Europe, where
do you have to get on the train?

4 Do you have to stay in your car on the journey?

5 How long does the journey through the tunnel
take?

6 Which three destinations in France does the
Eurostar travel direct to?

Reading

Now there is another fast way for passengers to
travel to France. It is called the Eurostar. You can
catch the Eurostar (a train) at St Pancras station,
in north London. You have to check in 30 minutes
before your journey, and you have to show your
passport and go through customs, just like when
you travel by plane. The Eurostar travels direct to
Calais, Lille and Paris in France, and to Brussels in
Belgium. The journeys from London to Paris and to 4§
Brussels both take about two hours. The Eurostar is 8
very popular. A lot more people are now travelling
from London to Paris or to Brussels. You can also
travel further, to popular destinations
like Disneyland Paris.
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7 Which other country can you travel to on the
Eurostar?

8 How long does the journey from London to
Paris take?

9 Have you ever been to Britain or France? If
yes, what was it like? What did you like/dislike
about it?

10 Do you prefer travelling by train, car or plane?
Write a few lines about a journey you have done.





