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Edinburgh and
Glasgow: two
Scottish cities

Edinburgh is the capital city of Scotland.

It is on the east coast of the country. It is a
very ancient and beautiful city. At its centre
is Edinburgh Castle. The Castle is 1,000
years old. Inside, you can visit a museum
and see the Scottish Crown Jewels. The
castle is famous because well-known kings
and queens lived there. Mary Queen of Scots
gave birth to the future James I of England in
one of the rooms. It also has one of the oldest
churches in Scotland—the chapel of

i St Margaret is over 900 years old.

A street connects Edinburgh Castle to
another royal palace—Holyrood House.
Holyrood House is the Queen’s official
home in Scotland. This street is called The
Royal Mile.

In the summer there is a famous festival

in Edinburgh. It is called the Edinburgh
International Festival. There are lots of
shows, concerts, comedy performances and
bands. It usually takes place in August. There
are lots of visitors from all over the world.
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| Edinburgh is the Scottish capital, but

| Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland.

The population of Edinburgh is only
500,000, but the population of Glasgow is
about 2 million. Glasgow is a large modern
city on the west coast of the country. It is
only 75 kilometres from Edinburgh.
Glasgow grew rich during the Industrial
Revolution in the 19th century. The main
industry was shipbuilding on the River
Clyde. There are interesting Victorian
museums and art galleries in Glasgow.

The people of Glasgow are passionate about
football. The city is famous for its two
teams—Celtic and Rangers.

P Glossary

Crown Jewels Gioielli della Corona
well-known noto
shipbuilding costruzioni navali
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Reading

1 Comprehension Rispondi alle domande.
1 Where is Edinburgh?

2 How old is Edinburgh Castle?

3 Who was born in the castle?

4 Why is St Margaret's Chapel famous?

5 What is Holyrood House?

6 What is the name of the street that connects
Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood House?

7 When is the Edinburgh International Festival?

8 Which is the largest city in Scotland?
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How many people live there?

What was the main industry in Glasgow in the
19t century?

What are the names of Glasgow’s two football
teams?

Which city would you prefer to visit? Why?
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Esame di Stato

;Zilaska’

laska is part of the USA, but it is

separated from the other states by
Canada. It covers over a million
square kilometres, and it is the
largest state in the USA. The
USA bought Alaska from Russia in
1867. In 1959 it became the 49t
state of the USA. Alaska contains
many forests, lakes, mountains
and glaciers. It has a very cold
climate. In winter the temperature can fall
to -52°C. The northern part of Alaska is in
the Arctic Circle and has an Arctic climate.
Even in the summer, the temperature there
does not get much warmer than 2°C.

The population of Alaska is around
700,000. 75% of the population are white,
and 16% are American Indian or Native
Alaskan. Most people live in the large
towns and cities. The largest city in

Alaska is Anchorage, but the state capital
is Juneau. Alaska does not have a very
extensive road system, and Juneau is very
remote. You can only travel there by sea or
by air.

The large part of central Alaska that does
not contain roads is called ‘the bush’. People
in the bush travel by boat, snowmobile or

Reading
1 Comprehension Rispondi alle domande.
1 When did Alaska become a US state?

2 Which part of Alaska has an Arctic climate?

3 What is a typical summer temperature in that
part of Alaska?

4 What is the population of Alaska?

5 What is the state capital?

6 What is the bush?

Reading

by plane. Small bush planes carry post,
deliveries and passengers around the towns
and villages. Lots of people in the bush
know how to fly a plane.

Most of the inhabitants of the small bush
villages are Native Alaskans. In a bush
village there might be a small shop or post
office, and a place for planes to take off
and land, but there are usually no other
businesses. People in the villages make
their own electricity from generators, and
they still often hunt for their food.

Glossary

S i ® glacier ghiacciaio
snowmobile motoslitta
generator generatore

7 How do people travel in the bush?

8 Are there many shops in a typical bush
village?

9 How do a lot of people in the bush get their
food?

10 Do you think Alaska is popular with tourists?
Why (not)?

11 Would you like to live there? Why/why not?





